
 
ELA 3-4 Gifted Summer Reading 

2020-2021 
 

Welcome readers and writers to ELA 3-4 Gifted! I look forward to working with you during the next 
school year. As part of this course, students will read and annotate a novel during the summer.  
Please select a book that you have not read before.  We will work on writing during the first few 
weeks of school.  
 
Reading over the summer helps keep the students’ minds “in the game,” and it adds to the number 
of major literary works the students will have read by the time they enter future AP English courses. 
Also, students in a given class arrive to school in August having had a common literary experience, 
providing them and their teacher immediate instructional opportunities.  
 
STEPS TO SUCCESS:  
 
STEP 1  
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer. The novels were chosen for their 
literary merit and to help students become widely read in preparation for the Advanced Placement 
classes they will take later in high school.  
 

1. The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan - In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San 
Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared 
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. With wit and sensitivity, 
Amy Tan’s debut novel—now widely regarded as a modern classic—examines the sometimes 
painful, often tender, and always deep connection between these four women and their 
American-born daughters. 

 
2. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe - The novel follows the life of Okonkwo, an Igbo ("Ibo" in 

the novel) man and local wrestling champion in the fictional Nigerian clan of Umuofia. The 
work is split into three parts, with the first describing his family, personal history, and the customs 
and society of the Igbo, and the second and third sections introducing the influence of British 
colonialism and Christian missionaries on the Igbo community. 
 

3. Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse - Siddhartha deals with the spiritual journey of self-discovery of a 
man named Siddhartha during the time of the Gautama Buddha. Originally published in 
German, the novel was inspired by his time spent in India prior to World War I. 

 
4. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain - This sequel to Mark Twain’s The Adventures 

of Tom Sawyer is much graver in nature than its predecessor. There are still plenty of good 
antics worthy of a laugh, but it concerns itself largely with a young boy’s attempt to escape 
severe family dysfunction and the moral implications of his taking an escaped slave as a 
companion on his adventure down the Mississippi River. Readers should be warned that the 
“n-word” is used liberally throughout the novel, which tends to be jarring to many a modern 
ear.  

 
5. Black Rain by Masuji Ibuse - Black Rain, by Masuji Ibuse, is about the very immediate, human 

consequences of the atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It follows a small 
family of survivors, detailing what happened to them during the days of the bombing and 
what the effects are some years later. The book adopts a gentle, subtle tone, and yet it is not 
afraid to delve into very explicit and challenging topics related to the bombings. 
 



6. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini - Amir is a young Afghani from a well-to-do Kabul family; his 
best friend Hassan is the son of a family servant. Together the two boys form a bond of 
friendship that breaks tragically on one fateful day. Years later, Amir is called back to Kabul to 
right his wrongs. 
 

7. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez - The story of the rise, fall, birth, and 
death of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendia family. This story is 
inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable men and women—brimming 
with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul. Marquez presents an intimate 
look into Columbian culture, filled with rich characters. This book deals with many things, one 
being the idea of existence, and what happens when we are not even existing (and what 
that means). 
 

8. Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton - The deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen 
Kumalo and his son, Absalom, set against the background of a land and a people driven by 
racial injustice. This exploration of post-colonial South Africa explores racism, classism, wealth, 
segregation, and the abandonment of positive religious teachings, among many other 
themes. 

 
 
STEP 2: 
While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel to assist in their comprehension. 
If a student is unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may use sticky notes. If a 
student is reading a digital copy of their chosen novel, most digital devices have annotation tools for 
marking up texts.  
 
How do I annotate?  
• Underline or highlight the major points.  
• Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you.  
• Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. What kinds of things should I annotate?  
• words and phrases that wowed you or confused you  
• important scenes or key sections of dialogue  
• character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws  
• questions and inferences that pop into your head as you are reading  
• connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life  
• figurative language (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively  
 
STEP 3  
As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss 
questions like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of questions, 
you will likely be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns.  
 
• What confused you or surprised you in this text?  
• As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking 
about characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the author’s 
writing style, or enjoying the humor or suspense?  
• Which events in the text are most connected to the setting?  
• Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in this 
text? Why did you choose that character?  
• Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you 
learn about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself?  
• Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did that 
passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text?  



• The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away from 
text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? How does 
the plot relate to or affect the theme?  
• Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story?  
 
STEP 4  
Students can expect an assignment or assignments and discussion based on their summer reading 
during the first week(s) of class. Students must come to the first day of class having read their selected 
novel, completed their annotations, and prepared to discuss their novel.  
 
Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel and 
complete the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you 
completing your reading on time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going to 
read per week and stick to it. 
 
Please email Ms. Maxwell if you have any questions:  holly.maxwell@dvusd.org 
 


